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Have you made a Will?

You should do so. It is the only way to make sure that the right 
people inherit your estate. Also there are no other means of giving 
money to anyone outside the immediate family. We are often 
asked to assist clients where problems have arisen because 
someone has died without leaving a Will. There can also be 
problems with “homemade” or out of date Wills.

For those with children

A Will is particularly important for the parents of children under 18.  
Not only does it enable you to ensure their financial well-being,  
but also to appoint a guardian to look after their other needs.

We can help with Tax issues

We will take full details of your wishes and prepare a Will to fit 
your personal requirements. We can also guide you through the 
complexities of Inheritance Tax and explain the various exemptions 
and reliefs which may be available to you, and so minimise its 
effect on your estate.

For more information or to make an appointment with one of our 
specialists, please refer to our contact details overleaf.
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Free Will storage

We are happy to hold your Will in our Will strongroom. We do not 
charge for this service. We will also provide a copy of the Will for 
you to keep at home.

Will Registration

We can register your will with Certainty; The National Will Register, 
to ensure that your family and executors can locate it.

Probate services

We have long experiences of administering estates following 
death. We can take the whole task out of the Executors’ hands or 
guide them through the process. We are also happy to act as your 
Executors if you wish.

Lasting Powers of Attorney

We recommend making Lasting Powers of Attorney at the same 
time as a Will. These documents enable you to choose who will 
make decisions on your behalf during your lifetime, if you should 
become unable to do so yourself.
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If you die without a Will

If this happens your assets will be divided according to rules laid 
down by Parliament. Under these rules your partner may inherit 
more or less than you would wish. 

If you have children

Husband, wife or registered civil partner receive all personal 
belongings (car, furniture and so on), a statutory legacy of £250,000 
and one half of what is left. The rest passes in equal shares to your 
children when they reach 18. Other partners receive absolutely 
nothing at all, no matter how long you may have  lived together as a 
couple.

If you have no children

In this case, your husband, wife or registered civil partner will 
inherit everything, but again unmarried partners receive nothing at 
all. If you have no spouse or civil partner, then your nearest blood 
relatives will inherit. 

All too often the failure to make a Will creates extra worry  
and delay for the family when home life is already disrupted  
by bereavement.

What next?

Please ask for an appointment with one of our Will specialists.  
It would be helpful to think about the following points before  
your meeting:-

•	 Who	do	you	wish	to	appoint	to	administer	your	estate	 
 (your ‘Executors’). We can do this if you wish.

•	 Who	do	you	wish	to	appoint	as	guardians	of	your	children	if		
 they are under 18.

•	 List	your	assets	and	their	approximate	values.	This	will	show	 
 us if you will be liable for Inheritance Tax. Include any life   
 assurance policies.

•	 Make	a	note	of	any	money	you	owe	(eg:	mortgages,	overdrafts		
 and other loans) and any other money owed to you (eg: from  
 family or friends).

•	 Make	a	list	of	any	special	gifts	which	you	wish	to	make	 
 (eg: to charities and provision for family and friends) with   
 details of their full names and addresses.

•	 Write	down	any	questions	you	wish	to	ask	when	discussing		
 your Will.


