
Buying and Selling Property

Survey

We always recommend that our clients have an independent 
survey when buying a property. If a mortgage is required, a more 
detailed survey may be carried out at the same time as the lender’s 
valuation. We are happy to assist in arranging a survey for you.

Financial Arrangements

If you are selling your property you will need to have sufficient 
funds to repay any existing mortgage and to settle the other 
expenses arising from your sale, such as estate agents 
commission.

If you are buying you will need to check that you will have sufficient 
funds to cover not only the purchase price but also incidental 
costs including your removal firm.

Our dedicated financial services team will be pleased to help you 
with your mortgage and life assurance arrangements - please ask 
for further details.

We will give you a detailed written estimate of the likely costs and 
expenses at the start of your transaction, with the name of the 
person to contact if you have any queries or concerns.
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Exeter
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F: 01395 446248
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Joint Ownership

If two or more people buy property together they have to decide 
how they will own it.

This can be either:

•	 Joint	ownership	-	this	means	that	if	one	of	the	owners	dies	the		
 property passes to the survivor; or

•	 Ownership	in	common	-	each	owner	has	a	separate	share	in		
 the property (for example, a half share each) which forms part  
 of their estate and will pass to the beneficiaries named in their  
 Will.

Other provisions relating to ownership may be set out in a 
separate Declaration of Trust. We will be pleased to advise further 
on this if required.

Accreditation

We are fully accredited with the Law Society’s Conveyancing 
Quality Mark. This is awarded to firms who are officially recognised  
as providing high quality conveyancing services and are trusted by 
the UK’s biggest lenders.

Our assurance to you

It is our job to make your move as smooth as possible. All work 
within each office is supervised by a partner or associate. Our 
residential property department is fully computerised to offer a 
fast and efficient service. We operate a system of working which 
requires us to meet the highest standards of client care.

 Wherever possible, these include the following:

•	 You	will	be	kept	fully	up-to-date	with	all	substantive		 	
 progress.

•	 We	will	deal	with	all	correspondence	promptly	or	send	an		 	
 acknowledgement by return.

•	 Our	letters		will	be	written	in	plain	English	and	will	include	an		
 explanation of technical detail where this is needed.

•	 We	will	try	to	return	telephone	calls	the	same	working	day		 	
 whenever we can.

•	 If	you	wish	to	call	to	see	us	we	will	arrange	an	early		 	
 appointment and see you within 10 minutes of the agreed time.

We provide a full range of other cost-effective legal and financial 
services. Please ask for details.

Residential Property

We offer an efficient and personal service covering all aspects of 
your move. As well as acting for buyers and sellers of property,  
we draw up and advise on Leases and Tenancy Agreements for  
all types of property.

Buying and Selling

There are three main stages :

•	 Finding	a	suitable	property	(if	buying)	or	a	buyer	(if	selling)

•	 Exchanging	contracts	 
 (both parties become legally committed to the transaction   
 and a 10% deposit is normally paid to the seller’s Solicitors)

•	 Completion	 
 (when keys are handed over and the buyer can move in)

We will give a full explanation of all legal procedures when needed 
and particular guidance is given for the first-time buyer.
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